
FAIRLIE, THE GATEWAY TO MACKENZIE 

COUNTRY 

 

With the back drop of snow-capped mountains, criss-crossing rivers, glacial fed turquoise 

coloured lakes and green pastures, sits the Mackenzie Country. The gateway to this beautiful 

scene is the rural town of Fairlie, made up of small, very close knit and supportive rural 

community. 

Fairlie offers many hidden gems and an unbelievable amount of exploring to do from summer 

through to winter.  The range of activities are endless, with world class star gazing tours, 

fishing, curling, ice hockey or even mountaineering. Mackenzie Country also boasts four ski 

fields, a top class rowing venue, and world class gliding locations. While many in the area live 

a rural lifestyle the opportunities in the agriculture sector are endless, including High Country 

Sheep and Beef Stations, Dairying, Cropping and Beekeeping. 

While we are the back drop to television commercials, documentaries, and motion pictures 

such as The Lord of the Rings Trilogy, this area is becoming a popular creative paradise for all 

artistic endeavours. Tourism is on the rise for the region and is fast growing, presenting many 

exciting opportunities for the region.  

Fairlie and the Mackenzie District offer an idyllic location, and an exciting lifestyle option. It 

truly is one of New Zealand’s small pieces of paradise.  

 

 

 

 


