
W
hat w

ill guided teaching sessions look like in class?
Junior teachers w

ere fortunate to attend professional developm
ent by Liz K

ane at 
the beginning of 2020, as w

ell as other sessions throughout the year. Liz is an 
advocate 

for 
early 

literacy 
teaching 

of 
phonics, 

w
hole 

school 
spelling, 

and 
decodable texts. T

hrough her research, the Science of R
eading is taught through a 

particular scope and sequence.

T
he teaching sequence is as follow

s:

W
hat w

ill ‘R
eading’ look like at hom

e?

H
ow

 else can I support m
y child at hom

e?
  

1. Phonological/Phonem
ic A

w
areness A

ctivity
2. Q

uick dash of letter sounds (C
racking the C

ode) - aligns to the groups stage
3. W

rite and learn the letter form
ation - aligns to the groups stage

4. Explicit teaching of the new
 sound - this is done through our Letterland 

interactive program
m

e w
hich is visual, auditory &

 kinesthetic
5. R

ead and review
 new

 w
ords - aligns w

ith decodable text
6. W

rite the new
 w

ords
7. H

eart w
ords quick dash

8. R
ead decodable text - If children are blending and segm

enting confidently 
the text w

ill be introduced. T
hrough the text, teachers w

ill continue to explicitly 
teach reading objectives.
9. Sentence, phrase or dictation - if children can do all of the above they are 
ready for this final step.

● W
hen children begin at school they w

ill have a set of Letterland cards. T
hese 

are for you to help your child learn letter nam
es and sounds. If you w

ould like 
guidance on the sounds search ‘Letterland M

egam
ix’ on Y

ouT
ube.

● Each night children w
ill bring hom

e ‘heart w
ords’, previously know

n as sight 
w

ords. T
hese heart w

ords are w
ords children just need to know

, as they can not 
be decoded by sounds. T

he w
ords are aligned w

ith the in-class books and the 
child's stage.
● C

hildren m
ay also have an activity that helps to build their phonological 

aw
areness. 

 ● R
ead plenty of picture books to them

 – in particular rhym
ing ones. T

his 
helps w

ith flow
 and expression, as w

ell as building vocab, connections to letter 
sounds and a love of reading. 
● R

ead and w
rite letters, heart w

ords, nam
es etc.

● D
iscuss w

ords and w
hat they m

ean in everyday discussions.
● Playing I spy the sound. e.g find an object in the house that begins w

ith the 
sound___or ends w

ith the sound___.
● Find know

n letters in picture books and say the sound out loud.

Structured Literacy
and the 

Science of Reading 
  



If your fam
ily has been a part of FPS for som

e tim
e, you m

ay have noticed and w
ill 

continue to notice som
e changes in how

 w
e teach literacy. If you’re new

 to FPS, 
jum

p on board, this is a fantastic journey to be a part of as w
e continue to align 

our instruction w
ith the Science of R

eading! T
he initial journey m

ay look longer 
from

 a parents view
 how

ever our children w
ill be confident and capable readers, as 

w
e use science to guide our teaching.

H
ere are som

e particular things you m
ay notice or hear your 

children talking about:

P
honological aw

areness: T
he ability to hear and consciously break w

ords into 
syllables, rhym

e, onset and rim
e, and individual sounds or phonem

es. T
eachers 

m
ay send hom

e gam
es or cards that you can w

ork on w
ith your children at hom

e.

P
honem

ic aw
areness or 'C

racking the code': T
he ability to hear individual 

sounds in w
ords by listening, then identifing and m

anipulate those sounds orally. 
T

here are 44 speech sounds in English and 150 w
ays to read and spell them

. 

E
xplicit and system

atic phonics instruction: C
hildren w

ill progress through 
specific and orded stages. Each stage has a set of letters and heart w

ords that m
ust 

be m
astered before progressing onto the next stage.

D
ecodable T

exts: T
hese are texts that only include sounds and w

ords that 
children have learnt and can successfully ‘decode’ (sound-out) on their ow

n. 
D

ecodable texts are specifically w
ritten for beginning readers and enables children 

to practise their phonic skills through reading. Each stage is carefully sequenced for 
children to have confidence and success. O

nce children m
ove through these 

decodable texts they align w
ith our previous school readers. 

T
he beginning of children's journeys m

ay look different or longer in som
e eyes but 

the end result w
ill m

ean all children are confident, capable readers, w
ith strong 

phonological aw
areness. T

he decodable texts w
ill be used in class and part of a 

daily program
m

e, therefore they w
ill not be sent hom

e.

C
om

prehension: T
he ultim

ate goal of 
all reading is for children to understand
w

hat they read. 

 A
ssessm

ent: 
T

he 
Phonological 

Screening T
ool (PST

) w
hich is proving 

to be a pow
erful tool to support and 

m
onitor 

student 
progress. 

T
he 

PST
 

quickly 
identifies 

student 
gaps 

in 
phonological 

aw
areness 

and 
provides 

very 
clear 

next 
step 

teaching 
for 

all 
learners.

A
t Fairlie Prim

ary, w
e are com

m
itted to delivering on the prom

ise of 
education and equipping every child w

ith the ability to read, and read 
w

ell. Learning to read is such an essential skill to not only find success in 
school and to thrive in society, but to also experience the joy that 
reading brings to life. W

e believe every child can be successful in 
reading. 

W
e are at an exciting tim

e in education as w
e learn m

ore about w
hat 

research says about how
 children learn to read, how

 to m
ake sure every 

student learns to read, and w
hat to do w

hen a child encounters difficulty 
in 

learning 
to 

read. 
T

he 
research 

that 
w

e’re 
learning 

about 
and 

im
plem

enting is called the Science of R
eading.

D
ecades of research have determ

ined that reading occurs in a specific 
w

ay in the brain in all people. It does not occur naturally the w
ay that 

speech does. T
he process m

ust be explicitly taught as it is a process of 
building neuro-pathw

ays in the brain that link sounds of speech to 
w

ritten sym
bols or letters. T

he strings of letters are attached to m
eaning, 

and those ‘letter strings w
ith m

eaning’ are stored in the brain for later 
retrieval 

that 
is 

instantaneous 
and 

effortless. 
T

his 
process 

is 
called 

orthographic m
apping and it is our goal to help our students build 

instantly 
retrievable 

w
ords. 

T
hese 

w
ords 

then 
translate 

into 
fluent 

reading and subsequent com
prehension. 

T
he Science of Reading - D

r. Louisa M
oats

 T
he body of w

ork referred to as the “science of reading” is not an ideology, a 
philosophy, a political agenda, a one-size-fits-all approach, a program

 of 
instruction, nor a specific com

ponent of instruction. It is the em
erging consensus 

from
 m

any related disciplines, based on literally thousands of studies, supported 
by hundreds of m

illions of research dollars, conducted across the world in m
any 

languages. T
hese studies have revealed a great deal about how

 we learn to read, 
w

hat goes w
rong w

hen students don’t learn, and what kind of instruction is m
ost 

likely to w
ork the best for the m

ost students. 


